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S4.1 The BLM will consider the comment regarding preference 
 for the “No Action” Alternative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S4.2 The BLM will consider the comment regarding preference 
 for the “Primm Site” Alternative. 
 

   

S4.2 

S4.1 
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S4.5 

S4.4 

S4.3 

S4.2 
Cont’d. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
S4.3 Comment acknowledged. 
 
 
 
 
 
S4.4 The BLM acknowledges that construction through the
 McCullough Range should be avoided during the raptor
 nesting season (April through June).  Mitigation
 measures related to construction scheduling will be
 included in right-of-way grant stipulations.  Structure
 designs will have sufficient conductor-to-conductor and
 conductor-to-ground distances to preclude the possibility
 of electrocution of avian species.  Ravens and raptors
 may perch on structures from time-to-time; however,
 other structures, particularly lattice structures that are
 east of I-15, also are in the area and provide perching
 locations.  If anti-perching devices are to be located on
 new project structures, specific structure locations and
 devices will be included in stipulations from the BLM
 and incorporated into the COM Plan.   
 

Mitigation of potential impacts to gila monsters would
 be difficult, primarily because the species is most active
 and breeding season occurs during the summer months
 that would coincide with the above referenced
 construction period.  However, eggs are laid during the
 late-fall and winter, when construction would not take
 place.   
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S4.7 

S4.6 

S4.5 
Cont’d. 

S4.5 Project scheduling to avoid the bighorn sheep lambing 
 season was addressed on DEIS pages 5-37, 5-38, and 5-
 131 in which mitigation measures included the 
 restriction of construction through the McCullough 
 Range from the “… spring through early-fall (April 
 through October) …”  The DEIS (pages 5-57 and 5-142) 
 also states that construction through the McCullough 
 Range should be scheduled to avoid “… conflict with the 
 November-December hunting season.”  Information 
 regarding the breeding season (which begins during the 
 early fall) was not included in the DEIS.  The DEIS text 
 should expand the period during which construction 
 would not take place and emphasize that construction 
 should be carried out from mid- to late summer, to the 
 extent practicable.  Specific periods for construction 
 should be included as part of the COM Plan.   
   
S4.6 Construction of the Ivanpah Energy Center or any of its 

components during the spring through summer nesting 
and brooding is likely to adversely impact gambel’s 
quail.  Although the species is likely to be present 
throughout most of the project area, the potential for 
impacts could be reduced by avoiding construction 
within areas that have been designated as “crucial quail 
habitat” (refer to DEIS Figure 4-3) during the nesting and 
brooding season. Additional mitigation measures 
available include biological monitoring to identify active 
nesting sites that should be avoided during construction. 

 
S4.7 The burrowing owl is protected under the Migratory Bird 

Treaty Act (16 USC 703-711 Executive Order January 1, 
2001), as discussed on DEIS pages 4-26 and 4-27. 
Nesting takes place from approximately April through 
August.  Steps that can be taken to avoid nesting owls 
include bird surveys and the identification of nest sites 
that should be avoided during construction.  Specific 
protocol to be followed would be addressed in the COM 
Plan.  
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